St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
P.0. Box 435 - Stephenson, M| 49887
Office Phone: (906) 753-4932
E-mail: Soffice@gsslutheran.org

Our Shared Mission: We are saved by grace
through faith to share the good news of the
Gospel with all people and live
God’s love by our words and actions.

Reverend Brenda L. Greenwald
Phone/Text: 720.989.8218
E-mail: Pastor@gsslutheran.org

Werenbys ansisaia s — October 2021

Welcome to Autumn
Inside this Issue...

Worship Schedule for October. . ... i e e e e 1
Birthday, Anniversaries, Prayers . . ... .ottt e e et e e e e 2
Daily Bible Readings, ANNOUNCEMENTS. . . ...t i i i i e et e e e e 3,4
Pastoral MUSINGS. . .ottt e e e e e 5
September Church Council Minutes . . ... i e e e e e e e e 6
Taking Faith Home . . ..o e e e e e e e e e e e 7-11

ALL of October 2021 Worship Services

Date Time Two Congregations, One Service

-Sunday, Oct 3 9a Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at Gethsemane
-Sunday, Oct 10 9a Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at Gethsemane ( 0‘\\
-Sunday, Oct 17 9a Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at Gethsemane

- - &wy/
-Sunday, Oct 24 9a Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at Gethsemane
-Sunday, Oct 31 9a Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at Gethsemane

U n e *9am — all of October — at Gethsemane
s TUNE IN to radio station 89.1 FM

i' *Tune In — Worship via your Car Radios*
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22 Chuck Wade
22 Tim Leiphart

16 Melissa Dantinne 24 Ava Klatt

17 Lincoln Dubey

20 Gail Schmidt
20 Dave Peretto
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26 Jamie Crawford
29 Chris Shaw
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PRAYERS

FOR OUR MILITARY:
And Their Families

Jay Chapple, Trish Dams
Thomas Dutkavich,
Jared Jurmu, Brent Jurmu
Julie Tanguay, Jordan Baril

5 Bruce & Danielle Bergquist
8 Nick & Nancy Diehm

10 Ken & Sandy Chaney

17 Colton & Melissa Dantinne
21 Harlan & Judy Anderson

We continue to hold in prayer:

The hope and comfort of the Resurrection are with the family of +Alex Fox+

Art Kaliszewski
David Kohrt
Delores Gill
Dorothy Peretto
James Dutkavich
Karen Raether
Kevin Havelka
Lorrie Stone
Mike Lubore
Penny Nehls
Sandy Baumler
Sue Skowronski
Tom Wenger
Wendy Hanson

Avery Hayward
Dean Kauthen
Dennis Paul

Emily Christenson
Jim Gill

Kathy Ruleau
Lewis Nicholson
Luann Q. Kiefer
Mike McCarthy

Richard Lesperance

Sarah Hess
Tammy Parrett
Tracy Klatt
Wendy Majkrzak

Dan Etelamaki
Delores Erickson
Dorothy Klein-Wassink
Gene Wangerin

Caitlin Christophersen
Deanna Thill

Denise Marineau
Evelyn Gewerth

Jim Wenger Joan Hofer

Keith Thoune Kenny Kline

Logan Parrett Lois Azelton

Macy Berszenyi Michelle Beauchard
Mike Pfeiffer Pat Heiden

Rob Boe Robert Berszenyi
Sheila Konkel Stephanie Wallgren
Tom Kuntze Tom Starzynski

Wayne Sundstrom Wendy Gravelle

Thank you for holding the friends and families of our Congregants in your daily prayers.

Corrections? Additions? Please contact the Church Office. Thanks!
|
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Daily Bible Readings - Year B

Year B focuses on the Gospel of Mark with more selections from the Gospel of John than any other year.
The second, New Testament, readings are from 1 and 2 Corinthians, Ephesians, James, and Hebrews.

Fri — Oct. 1 Genesis 21:22-34 Romans 8:1-11 Psalm 8
Sat — Oct. 2 Genesis 23:1-20 Luke 16:14-18 Psalm 8

Sun. Oct. 3 — 19th Sunday after Pentecost Gen 2:18-24, Psalm 8, Heb 1:1-4; 2:5-12, Mark 10:2-16

Prayer of the Day: Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one
another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little
children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Mon — Oct. 4 Deut 22:13- 30 1 Corinthians 7:1-9 Psalm 112
Tue — Oct. 5 Deut 24:1-5 1 Corinthians 7:10-16 Psalm 112
Wed — Oct. 6 Jeremiah 3:6-14 Matthew 5:27-36 Psalm 112
Thu — Oct. 7 Deut 5:1-21 Hebrews 3:7-19 Psalm 90:12-17
Fri — Oct. 8 Deut 5:22-33 Hebrews 4:1-11 Psalm 90:12-17
Sat — Oct. 9 Amos 3:13—4:5 Matthew 15:1-9 Psalm 90:12-17

Sun. Oct. 10 — 20th Sunday after Pentecost Amos 5:6-7, 10-15, Psalm 90:12-17, Heb 4:12-16 Mark 10:17-31

Prayer of the Day: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of
your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Mon — Oct. 11  Obadiah 1-9 Revelation 7:9-17 Psalm 26
Tue — Oct. 12 Obadiah 10-16 Revelation 8:1-5 Psalm 26
Wed — Oct. 13  Obadiah 17-21 Luke 16:19-31 Psalm 26
Thu — Oct. 14 Genesis 14:17-24 Romans 15:7-13 Psalm 91:9-16
Fri — Oct. 15 Isaiah 47:1-9 Revelation 17:1-18 Psalm 91:9-16
Sat — Oct. 16 Isaiah 47:10-15 Luke 22:24-30 Psalm 91:9-16

Sun. Oct. 17 — 21st Sunday after Pentecost Isa 53:4-12, Psalm 91:9-16, Heb 5:1-10, Mark 10:35-45

Prayer of the Day: Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on
earth. Shape us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Mon — Oct. 18 1 Samuel 8:1-18 Hebrews 6:1-12 Psalm 37:23-40
Tue — Oct. 19 1 Samuel 10:17-25 Hebrews 6:13-20 Psalm 37:23-40
Wed — Oct. 20 1 Samuel 12:1-25 John 13:1-17 Psalm 37:23-40
Thu — Oct. 21 Jeremiah 23:9-15 Hebrews 7:1-10 Psalm 126
Fri — Oct. 22 Jeremiah 26:12-24 Hebrews 7:11-22 Psalm 126
Sat — Oct. 23 Jeremiah 29:24-32 Mark 8:22-26 Psalm 126
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Sun. Oct. 24 — 22nd Sunday after Pentecost Jer 31:7-9, Psalm 126, Heb 7:23-28, Mark 10:46-52

Prayer of the Day: Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of
our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and
enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Mon — Oct. 25 Exodus 4:1-17 1 Peter 2:1-10 Psalm 119:17-24

Tue — Oct. 26 2 Kings 6:8-23 Acts 9:32-35 Psalm 119:17-24

Wed — Oct. 27  Jeremiah 33:1-11 Matthew 20:29-34 Psalm 119:17-24

Thu — Oct. 28 Exodus 22:1-15 Hebrews 9:1-12 Psalm 119:1-8

Fri — Oct. 29 Leviticus 19:32-37 Romans 3:21-31 Psalm 119:1-8

Sat — Oct. 30 Numbers 9:9-14 Luke 10:25-37 Psalm 119:1-8

Sun. Oct. 31 — Reformation Day Jer 31:31-34, Psalm 46, Romans 3:19-28, John 8:31-36

Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Fall Fest 2021 Quilt Auction Can’t attend?

at Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp Onlslgstzlrf;:rnzgﬁf ns
Saturday, October 2 at fortunelake.org
138 Fortune Lake Camp Rd., Crystal Falls, M1 49920

906-214-2267, officemanager@fortunelake.org

Go to fortunelake.org for more information and a link to our online catalog and silent auction.
Continental Breakfast and Hand-crafted and bakery items for sale.

“Virtual Grief Groups”

G OSF 4 Wednesday of the month, 1:00pm — 2:00pm EST
= HEALTHCARE Registration is required.

Participants will need to pre-register. To register please call 906-786-3915 and ask to be
connected to the Escanaba office to provide your name, address, and phone number and you
will be notified of an access code prior to the meeting.
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Pastoral Musings from Pr. Brenda

Dear Church,
Well... FA LA LA! No, I'm not losing my mind, and launching into a festive
greeting, MONTHS before any of us are really ready to hear it. Nothing like that.
FA LA LA! is actually my go-to phrase when things are frustrating. Asin...
FA LA LA! ..when | trip over one of my kittens and they send me flying into the corner of a piece of furniture.
FA LA LA! ..when | happen to have misplaced my keys. Again.
FA LA LA! ..when Rodgers gets sacked or throws another interception.
FA LA LA! ..when | read the latest County stats on mediocre vaccination rates and high infection rates.

Perhaps FA LA LA! was YOUR expression, upon getting the latest news about having to revert back to Parking Lot
Worship. | know it was mine, even if it was absolutely the right move to make. Our Councils understood what it
took to keep you and our neighbors safe, and made the right call. It can still feel like, well, FA LA LA!

Recently, | had the pastoral honor of being present at a particularly, painful death caused by COVID at our local
hospital. After honest and raw conversations with devastated family members, the patient was removed from
life support, and we waited for death to occur. Only a certain number of family members could be present in the
ICU, and all of us had to don head-to-toe coverage to protect one another.

This meant we had to leave grieving family members to watch helplessly from outside the first-floor window of
this ICU room. Gathered together on the other side of the glass, they were not able to embrace their sobbing
loved ones, not able to reach out and hold this dear, dying patient. FaceTime calls were made, with one family
member after another professing their love via an electronic means - not able to lean in to whisper these tender
thoughts, but having to say them into a phone held by a stranger. It all felt just so wrong.

I've weathered this COVID storm as bravely as possible, dear church, taking prudent precautions, proceeding with
facts and information (not fear or hype), and | have to say: that night changed me. I've been at the bedside of
over 100 deaths, made phone calls from Emergency Rooms to inform folks their lives have changed for the worse,
been present alongside roads and highways where fatalities have occurred...but this. was. different.

The forced separation of the COVID-19 virus has stripped us of intimacy - the closeness we yearn for in our
extreme times of need. We naturally rebel at being told what to do, even if it is often for our own good, never
mind the good it might do our neighbors. Just this week, our County has moved from the “Very High Risk” level
to the “Severe Risk” level. Our frustration levels are high, we are OVER the bad news of this pandemic, sad that

it’s disrupted our lives again and again. And vet.... FA LA LA:

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadFAst, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulLAtion, be constant in prayer. Romans 12:12

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,
for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be

perfect and complete, LAcking in nothing. James 1:2-4

N = Steadfastly patient during these trials, '
—‘;A—I:A—#:A‘— right alongside you, Church.... V. Wﬁé&
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ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH — COUNCIL MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2021

PRESENT: Harlan Anderson (President), Bob Berglin, Cheri Leiphart (Vice-President),
Keith Olson, Al Raether, Kami Salo (Secretary), John Starzynski, Pr. Brenda Greenwald
Meeting called to order: 6:04pm
Devotions: Kami Salo
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Al Raether

Agenda Approval: Motion to Accept: JOHN Seconded: AL CARRIED
Secretary’s Report: Motion to Accept: KEITH Seconded: BOB CARRIED
Pastor’s Report: Pr. Brenda

Those to Remember Those to Celebrate
+Laveta Burklund+ Funeral + Graveside Service (6/23) +Beau Christopher Beardsley Baptism (7/11)
+Bert Hayward+ Celebration of Life (7/17) Celebrated 2 years of Ordained Ministry 7/14)
+Shirley Wangerin+ (8/17) Double Baptism: +Ava and +Athena Bakke (7/24)

First Communion Instruction - 2 Classes
Lyle/Lincoln Revall (8/7), Shaw Salo (8/13)
Gallbladder Removal Surgery (8/25)

Upcoming Hailey Hass & Martins Onyefulummo (9/18), Nicole Beardsley & Dillon Wilczynski (9/24)

Visits Home Communion Visits - New Volunteers Welcome!

FLLC Donor Meal (8/3) and Synod Event (8/18-20)

MCRS Grievance Team Meetings (2), Carney Fire Follow-up
Youth Pr Kit (Carney Evang. Free Church) - Catechism Discussions

New Member of the NGL Synod Youth Team
Trainings Preach Like a Girl Pastor’s Group (6/24)
Global Leadership Summit (Green Bay Campus / Nationwide Event)
Survivors of Sexual Abuse (ELCA Webinar)
OTHER Roubal’s Worship Service (9/19), Jury Duty (9/22)
Treasurer / Financial Secretary’s Reports: Sandy Chaney, Treas. - Danielle Bergquist, Financial Sec.
a. Written Reports
b. Motion to Accept: AL Seconded: KAMI CARRIED

Ministry Team Reports: Motion to Accept: JOHN Seconded: KEITH CARRIED
e Bethesda Cemetery: Keith: Solar lights working.
e Faith Formation: Kami: Penny/Patty asked by Pr. about teaching this Fall.
e Memorial Fund: John: Memorial given in honor of +Jeffrey Grundstrom+
e Worship/Music: Keith: Great choices, good format.
OLD Business: Cheri made a motion to table air-conditioning discussion until February 2022. SECONDED: AL
NEW Business:
a. Harlan was given an AED system and wants to donate it to the Church.
Council decided it will need to be medically checked-over by Mary Palmer, lead AED expert of the
Mid-County Rescue Squad. Kami will contact her.
b. Discussion regarding September and October worship services due to rising/current Covid cases.
Worship will be in vehicles/over Radio for the last two weeks in September and all of October.
Will revisit in-person worship service for November. Pastor can make the decision.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to Accept: JOHN Seconded: KEITH Time: 6:45pm
Church Council closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer. Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Kami Salo
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