
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

November 2021 Worship Schedule 
 

Date    Time          Location 
Sunday, Nov 7  10:00a    Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at St. Stephen’s 
Sunday, Nov 14  10:00a    Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at St. Stephen’s 
Sunday, Nov 21   10:00a     Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at St. Stephen’s 
Thurs, Nov 25  Online Online Thanksgiving Devotion  
Sunday, Nov 28   10:00a     Tune-In (Parking Lot Worship) at St. Stephen’s  

  

Reverend Brenda L. Greenwald          
Phone/Text:  720.989.8218                                       

E-mail:  Pastor@gsslutheran.org 

Inside this Issue… 
 
 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 435 - Stephenson, MI 49887    

Office Phone:  (906) 753-4932 
E-mail: Soffice@gsslutheran.org 

 

 Monthly Newsletter – November 2021 

Our Shared Mission:  We are saved by 
grace through faith to share the good news 

of the Gospel with all people and live  
God’s love by our words and actions. 
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*Tune In – Worship via your Car Radios* 
10am  •  All of November •  At St. Stephen’s 

TUNE IN to radio station 89.1 FM 
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Timeline of a Decision - A Note from Pastor Brenda 
These last 19 months or so have been saturated with a combination of 
decisions and prayers.  The course of a Pandemic is anything but 
predictable, and, alas, we find ourselves in another upswing of local cases 
of COVID-19. Here’s how this last decision of November Worship in the 
parking lot panned out: 
 

October 20 Latest, local COVID data collected from (1) CDC,  
    our Synod- recommended   (2) COVID-Act Now website,  
    and (3) Bridge Michigan - the 3 sources from which we have  
    historically shaped our worship decisions during COVID.   
October 20 St. Stephen’s Council Meeting, 6pm  
   Latest, local COVID data shared. 
   Conversations about Outdoor or Indoor Worship; time change. 
October 21 Gethsemane Council Meeting, 6pm 
   Latest COVID data shared. 
   Conversations about Outdoor or Indoor Worship. 
October 22 Additional Data regarding the worship practices of local churches  
    shared with all 16 members of our 2 Councils.   
   Final Vote on whether to worship OUTDOORS or INDOORS  
    for November 2021 was requested via e-mail. 
October 26 Final phone conversations made to acquire the vote of every,  
    single Council Member (16) from both Congregations.   
   Final Tally:   10 members voted to worship Outdoors. 
      6 members voted to worship Indoors. 
   Worship Time adjusted to allow the day to warm-up a bit.   
   Final decision regarding November 2021 worship made: 
   November Worship will be Outdoors at St. Stephen’s at 10am. 
 

October 27 Worship Decision & Process communicated via Newsletter 
November 3 Both Councils will meet for their Annual Joint Council Meeting. 
   Conversation regarding December 2021 Worship to be held.    
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Jay Chapple, Trish Dams 
Thomas Dutkavich, 
 Jared Jurmu, Brent 

Jurmu, and Jordan Baril 
 
 
 
 

We continue to hold in prayer: 
 

Art Kaliszewski  Avery Hayward  Caitlin Christophersen Dan Etelamaki    
David Kohrt        Dean Kauthen  Deanna Thill   Delores Erickson 
Delores Gill   Dennis Paul   Denise Marineau     Dorothy Klein-Wassink 

Dorothy Peretto  Emily Christenson  Evelyn Gewerth       Gene Wangerin 
James Dutkavich  Jim Gill   Jim Wenger   Joan Hofer 
Karen Raether        Keith Thoune  Kenny Kline   Kevin Havelka 
Lewis Nicholson  Logan Parrett  Lois Azelton            Lorrie Stone        
Luann Q. Kiefer        Macy Berszenyi        Michelle Beauchard Mike Lubore      
Mike McCarthy  Mike Pfeiffer  Miles Sorenson  Pat Heiden  
Penny Nehls   Richard Lesperance Rob Boe   Robert Berszenyi 
Sandy Baumler   Sarah Hess   Sheila Konkel  Stephanie Wallgren 
Sue Skowronski  Tammy Parrett  Tom Kuntze   Tom Wenger         
Tracy Klatt                Wayne Sundstrom  Wendy Gravelle  Wendy Hanson    
Wendy Majkrzak 

Thank you for holding the friends and families of our Congregants in your daily 
prayers.   Corrections?  Additions?  Please contact the Church Office.  Thanks! 

 

4 Dorothy Baumler 
5 Cheri Leiphart, Taylor Schultz 
9 Ken Chaney   
15 Evan Mack, Kyle Salo 
24   Brock Bergquist, Tara Klatt 
29   Tanya Fletcher 
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ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH – COUNCIL MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2021 

 

PRESENT:   Harlan Anderson (President), Bob Berglin, Cheri Leiphart (Vice-President),  
 Keith Olson,  Al Raether, Kami Salo (Secretary), Pr. Brenda Greenwald   
 ABSENT: John Starzynski 
 

Pledge of Allegiance            Led by Al Raether 
 

Devotions:   Forgiveness and Emotions            Kami Salo 
• Meeting called to order: 6:02pm  

  

Agenda Approval                   
a. Motion to Accept: BOB   Seconded: AL                 CARRIED 

    

Secretary’s Report                          
a. Motion to Accept: KEITH                        Seconded: CHERI    CARRIED  

 

Pastor’s Report   (on file - highlights below)             Pastor Brenda 
Funeral:    +Penny (Truitt) DeYoung Smith+ (10/23) 
Devotions:    Writing for the Synod:  Pray Faithfully (10/31-11/06)  
Baptism:    Brian Charles Hafeman (11/28) 
FLLC:   Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp Fall Festival - nearly $25,000 
Food Pantry: 82 family units registered.   
   Dire need of:  SUGAR, FLOUR, HYGEINE PRODUCTS 
   Lion’s Club Donation paid off yearly Milk bill at Gary’s 
The Storehouse: Elementary School Materials being repurposed 
OTHER:  Roubal’s Services (9/19, 10/17), COVID Booster (10/13) 
   Denise brought us up to speed on Music reporting - hooray! 

 

Financial Reports        Sandy Chaney, Treasurer - Danielle Bergquist, Financial Sec. 
a. Written Reports 
b. Motion to Accept: AL                  Seconded: BOB         CARRIED 
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COUNCIL MINUTES……..Continued 
 
Ministry Team Reports 
Team                                                        Liaison(s)                                              Updates                             

● Bethesda Cemetery   Keith    Meeting:  10/26, 6pm   
● Faith Formation    Kami     
● Fellowship/Social Ministry Kami     
● Finance Team   Al, Harlan, John, Bob Committee to be set up  

                     to review a 2022 budget. 
                      Welcome, Bob, to the Team! 

● Memorial Fund   John        
● Property Team    Al, Cheri, Harlan, John, Keith          
● Stewardship Team   Cheri        
● WELCA    Harlan         
● Worship/Music   Keith       
 
Motion to Accept: KAMI  Seconded: AL  CARRIED  

 
OLD Business 

a. Mary Palmer (MCRS) checked out the donated AED system:  battery would have to have 
been replaced every year at $400 per year, pads were out of date and needed replacing 
($120), and machine does not audibly explain correct medical procedures in case of an 
emergency.  AED system was returned.   

b. RECOMMENDATION:  After reviewing CDC guidelines and current/local covid data, it was 
recommended that worship for ALL of November will in the Parking Lot.  St. Stephen’s will 
host, and time will be adjusted to 10am to allow for warm-up.  Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church’s Council meeting is tomorrow, October 21, and then a final Recommendation will 
be made. The Blessing of the Orange (Hunters) will take place on Sunday, November 14th.   
 

NEW Business 
a. Transfer of membership. Motion: KEITH   Seconded:  BOB   CARRIED.   
b. Joint Council meeting November 3, 2021 at St. Stephen’s starting at 6pm. 
c. Next St. St. Council Meeting:  Nov. 3, 2021 at St. Stephen’s, after Joint Council meeting. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

a. Motion to Accept: AL     Time: 6:51pm 
b. Church Council closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer.      

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Kami Salo 
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…for caring words 
that help to heal 

…for 60 
years of 

marriage 

…for generous 
hearts and hands 

…for anonymously 
washed dishtowels 

…for new life 
after loss 
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Daily Bible Readings - Year B & C 
Year B focuses on the Gospel of Mark with more selections from the Gospel of John than any other year.  

The second, New Testament, readings are from 1 and 2 Corinthians, Ephesians, James, and Hebrews.  
Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke. The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly  

from Galatians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians. 
 

Mon — Nov. 1  Deut 6:10-25   Rom 12:17-21; 13:8-10  Psalm 51 
Tue — Nov. 2  Deut 28:58- 29:1   Acts 7:17-29   Psalm 51  
Wed — Nov. 3  Micah 6:1-8    John 13:31-35   Psalm 51  
Thu — Nov. 4  Numbers 36:1-13   Rom 5:6-11    Psalm 146  
Fri — Nov. 5  Deut 15:1-11   Hebrews 9:15-24   Psalm 146  
Sat — Nov. 6  Deut 24:17-22   Mark 11:12-14, 20-24  Psalm 146 
 
 

Sun. Nov. 7 — 24th Sunday after Pentecost 1 Kings 17:8-16, Psalm 146, Heb 9:24-28, Mark 12:38-44  
Prayer of the Day: O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. 

Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world 
to share in the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Mon — Nov. 8  Ruth 1:1-22 1   Timothy 5:1-8   Psalm 94  
Tue — Nov. 9  Ruth 3:14—4:6 1   Timothy 5:9-16   Psalm 94  
Wed — Nov. 10  Ruth 4:7-22    Luke 4:16-30   Psalm 94  
Thu — Nov. 11  Daniel 4:4-18 1   Timothy 6:11-21   Psalm 16  
Fri — Nov. 12  Daniel 4:19-27   Colossians 2:6-15   Psalm 16  
Sat — Nov. 13  Daniel 4:28-37   Mark 12:1-12   Psalm 1 
 
 

Sun. Nov. 14 — 25th Sunday after Pentecost Dan 12:1-3, Pss 16, Heb 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25, Mark 13:1-8  

Prayer of the Day:  Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. Give us faith 
to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your 
will is done through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Mon — Nov. 15  Daniel 8:1-14   Hebrews 10:26-31   Psalm 13  
Tue — Nov. 16  Daniel 8:15-27   Hebrews 10:32-39   Psalm 13  
Wed — Nov. 17  Zechariah 12:1—13:1  Mark 13:9-23   Psalm 13  
Thu — Nov. 18  Ezekiel 28:1-10   Acts 7:54—8:1a   Psalm 93  
Fri — Nov. 19  Ezekiel 28:20-26 1   Corinthians 15:20-28  Psalm 93  
Sat — Nov. 20  Daniel 7:1-8, 15-18  John 3:31-36   Psalm 93 
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Daily Bible Readings …continued 
 
Sun. Nov. 21 — Christ the King Sunday Last Sunday after Pentecost  
Dan 7:9-10, 13-14, Psalm 93, Rev 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37  
Prayer of the Day:  Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest 

and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of 
sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Mon — Nov. 22  Daniel 7:19-27  Revelation 11:1-14  Psalm 76  
Tue — Nov. 23  Ezekiel 29:1-12   Revelation 11:15-19  Psalm 76  
Wed — Nov. 24  Ezekiel 30:20-26   John 16:25-33   Psalm 76 
 

Deut 8:7-18, Psalm 65, 2 Cor 9:6-15, Luke 17:11-19 
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every 

day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your 
benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
Praise to you, O Lord, for you have nourished us from youth 
and you give food to all living things.  Fill our hearts with 
joy and gladness and provide for all our needs, that we may 
abound in every good work, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
To him, with you and the Holy Spirit be glory, honor, might, 
majesty and dominion, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Fri – Nov 26   Nehemiah 9:16-25  1 Thess 5:12-22   Psalm 25:1-10  
Sat – Nov 27  Nehemiah 9:26-31  Luke 21:20-24  Psalm 25:1-10 
 
 
Sun. Nov. 28 — First Sunday of Advent  Jer 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-10, 1 Thess 3:9-13, Luke 21:25-36  
Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert 

us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Mon – Nov 29  Numbers 17:1-11 2  Peter 3:1-18   Psalm 90  
Tue – Nov 30  2 Samuel 7:18-29   Revelation 22:12-16  Psalm 90 
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Pastoral Musings           by Rev. Brenda Greenwald 
 

Dear Church, 
 

It’s been a while since I’ve regaled you with a tale of 
this brilliant boy, the beautiful offspring of my brother, 
Brad.  Colton, my 4 year old nephew, is busy practicing 
his letters (on this day, the letter B) at his daycare in 
Colorado Springs.  Not yet in big-boy preschool, this 
beloved lad’s already prepping for a bustling life ahead.  

The concentration level of this tyke 
baffles us all - he diligently traces out the curves and 
lines of his letter families.  It made me stop and think:  
when’s the last time we exercised such uninterrupted 
focus on a task?  Imagine the faithful fruits we’d yield 
when turning to a familiar story inside one of our 
favorite Bibles, and thoughtfully, deliberately tracing 
the lines of the story, be it the heroic efforts of Queen 
Esther, or the caring friendship of Naomi and Ruth.   

When Colton prepares to trace a letter, there are no 
other thoughts or activities to distract him from his 
goal:  he aims to connect his pencil (or his pen, or his 
favorite - a marker!) to the paper, and successfully 
captures the letter.  They say a Child shall lead 
them…what if we let this child lead us to a distraction-
free environment, where we can take a moment or 
two each day to connect - not with paper, but with the 
God of letters, the God of care, and the God of Love.   

Tracing the path alongside you all,    
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