
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January 1, 8, 15:  Worship at St (9a), Worship at G (10:30a) 
January 22:   SPECIAL Joint Worship at St. Stephen’s at 9am   
   *St. Stephen’s Annual Meeting follows worship. 
January 29:   5th SUNDAY Joint Worship at Gethsemane at 10:30a.   
February 2:   Red Cross Blood Drive at Gethsemane:  10a - 3p 
February 5:   Worship at St (9a), Worship at G (10:30a)  
    (G Annual Meeting after worship)  
February 12:   Worship at St (9a), Worship at G (10:30a) 
February 22:   Ash Wednesday:  Brief Worship at G (Noon) 
                 Full Worship at St (6p) 
February 26:   Worship at St (9a), Worship at G (10:30a) 

Table of Contents, IMPORTANT CALENDAR DATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Birthdays and Prayers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Pastoral Musings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   3-4 
Daily Bible Readings for January + February. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5-8 
Council Minutes from December . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   9-10 
Fortune Lake NEWS, Food Pantry Needs, Next Adult Ed Class . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 January & February 2023 
 

IMPORTANT DATES For Your Calendar 

Our Shared Mission:  

We are saved by grace 

through faith to share 

the good news of the 

Gospel with all people 

and live God’s love by 

our words and actions. 

 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
     Physical Address:  S214 Willow Street 
     Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 435  
     Stephenson, MI 49887    
 

Office Manager:  Denise Wangerin 
      (906) 753-4932      Soffice@gsslutheran.org 
 

Reverend Brenda L. Greenwald          
      Phone/Text:  720.989.8218  
     E-mail:  Pastor@gsslutheran.org 
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Thank you for holding the friends and families of our Congregants in your daily 
prayers.  Corrections?  Additions?  Please contact the Church Office. 

We extend the comfort and hope of the resurrection to: 
Pat Kaczmarczyk and family upon the death of her son, +Dennis Kaczmarczyk+ 
Mary Dombrowski, upon the death of her grandson,+ Jeremy Becklund+ 
Sandy Chaney upon the death of her brother-in-law, +Gene Thoney+ 
The family of +Janet Danielson+, wife of Ron Danielson, former members of St. Stephen’s 

We continue to hold the following in prayer: 
 

Betty Harring  Bruce Christenson  Dan Etelamaki      Darwin Diehm 
Deanna Thill  Dennis Paul   Dennis Saari  Dick Durrow 
Dorothy Roemer  Emily Christenson George Hensley  Heather Brisson 
Jenna Perras   Karen Raether      Kevin Havelka   Logan Parrett  
LuAnn Q. Kiefer     Macy Berszenyi  Marcia Droese   Matt Koldos 
Mike Lubore      Mike McCarthy  Mike Pfeiffer   Miles Sorenson 
Robert Berszenyi   Ronnie Anderson  Rosemary Kautzer  Ryan Derrickson 
Sandy Baumler   Sarah Hess   Sheena Thoune  Tammy Parrett 
Terry Stage Roddy  Thomas Dutvavich, III Tim Bruce   Tracy Klatt        
Warren Suchovksy  Wendy Gravelle     Wendy Majkrzak    Zeke Gill 

1 Mary Jardeen, Dennis Berger 
13 Pam Sederquist, Sean Bright 
15 Penny Nehls, Teran Belec 
19 Cyndie Berger 
26  Callie Crawford 
27 Sandy Chaney 
29 Sally Oliver 
31 Justin Majkrzak 

3 Alvin & Sharon Etelamaki 
11 Brian & Kerri Mack 
17 Fred & Kim Belec 
 

6 Kim Belec, Kayla Jessel 
8 Nick Diehm 
10 Lee Spaude 
13 Joel Christenson 
16 Roy Parrett, Pastor Brenda 
21 Keith Salo 
23 Pattie Starzynski 
24  Shaw Salo 

Jordan Baril, Jay Chapple, Trish Dam,  
Brent Jurmu, Jared Jurmu 

We continue to hold our military 
members in our prayers: 
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Pastoral Musings                      Rev. Brenda L. Greenwald 
(For those of you who were unable to join us Christmas Eve, I give you “A Very, MARY Christmas”) 
 
Merry Christmas!  Oh, YOU thought I was EXCLAMING “Merry Christmas” as in  
  M - E - R - R - Y Christmas.  No, no, no.   I was exclaiming MARY Christmas, 
  as in M - A - R - Y, as in Mary, the mother of our Lord. 
 

The YOUNG woman, who conceived by the Holy Spirit, and gave birth to the Christ Child this night.  THAT 
Mary.  You see, here at the joint congregations of St. Stephen’s and Gethsemane, well, we seem to have a 
perpetual issue...problem...predicament with our Mary.  
 
The FIRST year I was Pastor, prior to any sort of pandemic, well, Mary was a little 
worse for the wear, as seen in this THIS photo! Yes, sadly, the mother of Baby Jesus, 
was sporting a rather large HOLE atop her head.  Now, we tried our very best to 
REPAIR that hole, to PATCH that hole, heavens, to COVER UP that hole. 
 
In the end?!  It REALLY just made us stop and realize that the HOLE - INESS of Mary 
was not to be dismissed. Indeed, this young bride of Joseph carried with her this 
holiness, across the countryside, upon a bouncing donkey (at 9 months pregnant!) She carried this holiness 
to Bethlehem and back throughout Jesus’s young years, as He grew in wisdom in strength. 
 
We, too, get to walk alongside the Child as His wisdom strengthens in US. Through prayer, through 
worship, through sorrow and joy, our strength comes from God, who came to us as a baby.  Mary carried 
this holiness with her, as she watched her little boy grow into a MAN, and gain QUITE the following. A 
following that WE are now a part of:  a following gathered here on this holy eve, celebrating the story from 
thousands of years ago. 
 
A story where there is ROOM for YOU, whether you warm a pew each week, whether this is your first time 
here, or whether you were nudged by Grandma to “Get in the car, we’re going to church.” Mary carried this 
holiness with her at the wedding party, where Jesus turned simple water into delicious wine.  Imagine her 
awe at watching  the same kid that once spit up over her shoulder, dazzle the wedding crowd with his FIRST 
Sign as he provided MORE than what was needed. WE receive more than WE need, each day, by a God who 
humbled God’s self...and came down from the heavens, to dwell amongst us.  
 
Now, mind you, the hole-y Mary from 2019 was only the first time I knew of Mary’s troubles...   
The NEXT time I encountered the Mother of our Lord,  
 well, as you can see, she was surrounded by CHAOS!  
 
The men who surrounded her had completely fallen down on the 
job, not unlike what they did at the foot of the Cross.  THEY had 
run away.  while Mary stood her ground.  THEY had gone into 
hiding while Mary was front and center, standing at the foot of 
the cross, beneath her son, to the very end. The SAME son whom 
we welcome this night. In a night where understanding the 
mysteries of God seems to be ungraspable, we’re given a 
helpless, little human baby...that we . can . grasp.   
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From the moment the Angel Gabriel had visited Mary, she was holding the WORLD upon her shoulders, 
(although, if you look closely enough in the photo, she’s really holding the WORLD upon her HEAD!) 
 
Eventually, our outdoor manger was repaired, and the structure was re-built to sustain hurricane force 
winds and the shepherds and Joseph (and whichever Wise Men made it that year) were put back in their 
places, and the Nativity Scene was complete once again. But not without helping us ALL remember Mary’s 
resilience when the storms of life really kick in.   
 
Now, I’ll be honest:  I thought that’s where the story would end. (Not, Jesus’s 
Story - his is just beginning.) But rather, The story of “Mary’s Miseries and 
Mishaps.” But, alas, twas NOT to be! You see, I headed into work this past 
week, and imagine my dismay upon greeting the nativity Scene and seeing 
THIS!! The CROSS was still there, the STABLE was there. Even JOSEPH was still 
there....but, where, oh WHERE, was the Mother Mary? 
 
Could we still have CHRISTMAS without Jesus’s Mother being present? Was this a new poem?!? We all know 
about “Footprints in the Sand” poem...could this be a new version about “Footprints in the SNOW?”!   

 
Well, “Fear not,” said the angel, and “FEAR NOT”, says your Pastor: 
 
“When, what to my wondering eyes should appear....” 
 but Mary, in a pick-up truck, parked near the rear! (of the church) 
 
For there the girl sat, inside that ole Ford,  
 the One who birthed Jesus, the One who’s adored.  

 
Her presence was jarring, hilarious - true...... 
 but WHAT does this mean now, for me, and for YOU? 
 
Perhaps SHE’S the pick-up, the LIFTER of LOVE: she brought us the Savior, come down from Above.  
 
Or maybe she’s showing us shelter is found,  
 inside of a faith that is shared all around.   
 
Or....maybe, when trees and all presents are gone,  
 she hopes that to JESUS we STILL will be drawn.   
 
The story, long-told, of a babe in the hay,  
 still matters to EACH one of US here today.   
 
For Mary?  She pondered these things in her heart, 
For US?  Well, the manger’s a good place to start.      Amen! 
 
Meet you at the manger, dear Church,  
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Daily Bible Readings - Year A 
Year A focuses on Year A focuses on the Gospel of Matthew. The semi-continuous Old Testament readings 

focus on major Genesis narratives, the covenant with Moses, and the establishment of Israel in the Promised 
Land. The second, New Testament, readings are from Romans, Philippians and 1 Thessalonians. 

 

Sunday Jan 1, 2023 – First Sunday of Christmas     
Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148, Hebrews 2:10-18, Matthew 2:13-23 
Prayer of the Day:  O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. 

As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and 
adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, Now and forever. 

 

Mon – Jan 2   Genesis 12:1-7  Hebrews 11:1-12  Psalm 72 
Tue – Jan 3   Genesis 28:10-22   Hebrews 11:13-22   Psalm 72 
Wed – Jan 4  Exodus 3:1-5   Hebrews 11:23-31   Psalm 72 
Thu – Jan 5   Joshua 1:1-9    Hebrews 11:32—12:2  Psalm 72 
Thu – Jan 6   Isaiah 60:1-6  Matthew 2:1-12  Psalm 72 
Sat – Jan 7   1 Kings 10:1-13   Ephesians 3:14-21   Psalm 72 
 

Sunday Jan 8 – Epiphany 
Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29 (3), Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 3:13-17 
Prayer of the Day: O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you 

proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the 
Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 
their calling to be our daughters and sons, and empower us all 
with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever, Amen. 

 

Mon – Jan 9  Genesis 35:1-15   Acts 10:44-48   Psalm 89: 5-37 
Tue – Jan 10  Jeremiah 1:4-10   Acts 8:4-13    Psalm 89: 5-37 
Wed – Jan 11  Isaiah 51:1-16   Matthew 12:15-21   Psalm 89: 5-37 
Thu – Jan 12   Isaiah 22:15-25   Galatians 1:6-12   Psalm 40:1-11 
Fri – Jan 13   Genesis 27:30-38   Acts 1:1-5    Psalm 40:1-11 
Sat – Jan 14   1 Kings 19:19-21   Luke 5:1-11    Psalm 40:1-11 
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Sunday Jan 15 – Baptism of our Lord 
Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11 (8), 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42  
 
Prayer of the Day: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by 

your Spirit hold us forever, that through your grace we may 
worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and 
joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
Amen. 

 
Mon – Jan 16  Exodus 12:1-13, 21-28  Acts 8:26-40   Psalm 40:6-17  
Tue – Jan 17   Isaiah 53:1-12   Hebrews 10:1-4   Psalm 40:6-17  
Wed – Jan 18  Isaiah 48:12-21   Matthew 9:14-17   Psalm 40:6-17  
Thu – Jan 19  1 Samuel 1:1-20   Galatians 1:11-24   Psalm 27:1-6 
Fri – Jan 20   1 Samuel 9:27 — 10:8  Galatians 2:1-10   Psalm 27:1-6 
Sat – Jan 21   1 Samuel 15:34 — 16:13 Luke 5:27-32   Psalm 27:1-6 
 

Sunday Jan 22 - Third Sunday after Epiphany   

Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (1), 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23 
Prayer of the Day: Lord God, your loving kindness always goes before us and follows after us. 

Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come 
through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Amen.  

 

Mon – Jan 23  Judges 6:11-24   Ephesians 5:6-14   Psalm 27:7-14 
Tue – Jan 24  Judges 7:12-22   Philippians 2:12-18  Psalm 27:7-14 
Wed – Jan 25  Genesis 49:1-2, 8-13, 21-26 Luke 1:67-79   Psalm 27:7-14 
Thu – Jan 26  Deuteronomy 16:18-20  1 Peter 3:8-12   Psalm 15 
Fri – Jan 27   Deuteronomy 24:17–25:4 1 Timothy 5:17-24   Psalm 15 
Sat – Jan 28   Micah 3:1-4    John 13:31-35   Psalm 15 
 
Sunday Jan 29 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany   

Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15 (1), 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12 
Prayer of the Day: Holy God, you confound the world's wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 

lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance 
in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Amen.  
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Mon – Jan 30  Ruth 1:1-18    Philemon 1-25   Psalm 37:1-17 
Tue – Jan 31   Ruth 2:1-16    James 5:1-6    Psalm 37:1-17 
Wed – Feb 1  Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22  Luke 6:17-26   Psalm 37:1-17 
Thu – Feb 2   Deuteronomy 4:1-14  1 John 5:1-5    Psalm 112:1-9[10] 
Fri – Feb 3   Isaiah 29:1-12   James 3:13-18   Psalm 112:1-9[10] 
Sat – Feb 4   Isaiah 29:13-16   Mark 7:1-8    Psalm 112:1-9[10] 

 
Sunday Feb 5 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany   

Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12], Psalm 112:1-9 [10] (4), 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16], Matthew 5:13-20 
Prayer of the Day: Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon 

you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power 
to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Amen.  

 
Mon – Feb 6  2 Kings 22:3-20   Romans 11:2-10   Psalm 119:105-112 
Tue – Feb 7   2 Kings 23:1-8, 21-25  2 Corinthians 4:1-12  Psalm 119:105-112 
Wed – Feb 8  Proverbs 6:6-23   John 8:12-30   Psalm 119:105-112 
Thu – Feb 9   Genesis 26:1-5   James 1:12-16   Psalm 119:1-8 
Fri – Feb 10   Leviticus 26:34-46  1 John 2:7-17   Psalm 119:1-8 
Sat – Feb 11   Deuteronomy 30:1-9a  Matthew 15:1-9   Psalm 119:1-8 
 
 
Sunday Feb 12 – Sixth Sunday after Epiphany   

Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 119:1-8 (1), 1 Corinthians 3:1-9, Matthew 5:21-37 
Prayer of the Day: O God, strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we 

accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we 
ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, Amen.  

 

 
Mon – Feb 13  Exodus 20:1-21   James 1:2-8    Psalm 119:9-16 
Tue – Feb 14  Deut. 23:21—24:4, 10-15 James 2:1-13   Psalm 119:9-16 
Wed – Feb 15  Proverbs 2:1-15   Matthew 19:1-12   Psalm 119:9-16 
Thu – Feb 16  Exodus 6:2-9   Hebrews 8:1-7   Psalm 2 
Fri – Feb 17   Exodus 19:9b-25   Hebrews 11:23-28   Psalm 2 
Sat – Feb 18  1 Kings 21:20-29   Mark 9:9-13   Psalm 2 
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Sunday Feb 19 – Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 2 (7) or Psalm 99 (9), 2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9 
Prayer of the Day: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of 

the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud 
declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make 
us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever, Amen.  

 

Mon – Feb 20  Exodus 33:7-23   Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55  Acts 7:30-34 
Tue – Feb 21  1 Kings 19:9-18   Romans 11:1-6   Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55 
 
 

Wednesday Feb 22 – Ash Wednesday  
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Cor. 5:20b—6:10, Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21  
Prayer of the Day:  Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing 

you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 
Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of 
our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full 
pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.  

 
Thu – Feb 23  Jonah 3:1-10   Romans 1:1-7   Psalm 51 
Fri – Feb 24   Jonah 4:1-11    Romans 1:8-17   Psalm 51 
Sat – Feb 25  Isaiah 58:1-12   Matthew 18:1-7   Psalm 51 
 
 

Sunday Feb. 26 - First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7, Psalm 32 (10), Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11 
Prayer of the Day: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and 

around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. 
Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen.  

 

Mon – Feb 27  1 Kings 19:1-8   Hebrews 2:10-18   Psalm 32 
Tue – Feb 28  Genesis 4:1-16   Hebrews 4:14–5:10  Psalm 32 
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St. Stephen’s Council Meeting MINUTES - Wednesday, December 14, 2022 at 9a 
Present:  Cheri Leiphart / Keith Olson / John Starzynski, Pr. Brenda Greenwald                Phone:  Bob Berglin 
Pledge of Allegiance.   Meeting called to order at 9:09a. 
 
Devotions:  Luke 2:  Remembering the humanity of Jesus Christ.               Pr. Brenda 
 
Agenda Approval 

• Old Business:  Approval of 2023 Budget 
• New Business:  Karaté Class Conversation 

Motion: John    Second:  Keith  Result: CARRIED 
 

Secretary’s Report / Minutes          November Minutes submitted by Pr. Brenda 
Motion: Keith   Second:  Bob   Result: CARRIED 

 
Pastor’s Report                   Pr. Brenda 
CALENDAR ITEMS    

r Annual Review  Completed first, Annual Pastoral Review at Gethsemane (11/30) 
r Death, Funeral  +Dennis Kazczmarcyk+ (12/2 and 12/7) Pat Kazczmarcyk’s son 
r 2023 Volunteers  Find Your Joy:  29 Volunteer Sheets collected! (12/11) 
r Annual Reports  Typed reports to be collected BY Tuesday, Dec. 20 
r Advent Candles  Thankful for willing, weekly readers/flamethrowers  
r Christmas Eve  St St = 4p.   G= 5:30p.            Christmas Day (online only) 
r JOINT Services  Sunday, January 22 at ST AND Sunday, January 29 at G 
 

MINISTRY MOMENTS   
r Visits Home:  4 Retirement Home:  1    Office:  3 
r Community Christmas Story told in Song - Grace Pembine (12/8/22) 

 Cocoa and Carols at Gethsemane (12/11/22)     
 West Bagley Homemakers Party - Music (12/13)    
 Angel Tree - GREAT response.  Delivered after 1/5/23 

r Roubal’s Tentative Worship on 12/18/22 
r Faith Formation Concluded “Experiencing God’s Presence” 

 New series picked out. Slated to begin in February 2023 

r Confirmation   FLLC Tailgate Fundraiser (12/11) - Kids did great! 
 Books of the Bible - chapter tabs, Bible fluency 

r Menom. Health Began Worship services - 9:30a Tuesdays 1/month 
r Continuing Ed Moses Project:   In lieu of reading, we wrote a personal vision statement for 

 ministry. Writing Prompt:  What is your vocation and vision for  
 ministry? How does your vocation intersect with your current ministry  
 setting? How might your vision for ministry intersect with your future  
 ministry setting?  
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Treasurer / Financial Secretary’s Reports                            Sandy Chaney, Treas. - Danielle Bergquist, Fin. Sec. 
• Noticed that Giving is the strongest at the beginning of the month; All 4 weeks were SHORT. 

Motion to Accept:  John  Second:  Pr. B  Result:  CARRIED 
 

Ministry Team Reports             (Liaison listed after Team)  
Fellowship: Cheri   

• Lovely turnout for Hanging of the Greens; great to see smiling faces during Fellowship Hour 
Finance Team:  John, Cheri, Bob + Property Team:  Cheri, John, Keith + Stewardship Team:  Cheri 

• Thoughtful, strategic conversation regarding our current state of financial affairs. 
• Annual Meeting needs to include an exploration of WHY faithful giving has declined, WHAT will 

happen to St. Stephen’s if this trend continues, WHO we can connect with to start re-giving, and 
HOW we are going to move forward in faith and trust.   

• Letter received in mail from DTE outlined a cheaper partnership to provide our Gas needs. 
o After the Council Meeting, Cheri and Keith called Michigan Gas and Electric (MGE) first, to 

investigate whether they could match the offer and then connected with DTE to confirm the 
details of the offer.   

§ It was determined that going with DTE instead of MGE as our supplier would save us 
a substantial amount of money per month.  Council Members were quickly consulted, 
and the decision to make the switch was enacted by Cheri/Keith, who called DTE back 
to confirm.  It will take 1-2 billing cycles for the change to take effect, there is NO 
requirement for a contract, and there is NO termination fee.   

o By the numbers: 
§ Currently, we pay $0.896 for our gas costs via DTE + MGE 
§ DTE letter offered $0.552 for switching to THEM as our supplier. 
§ When Cheri & Keith called to inquire, DTE then offered us $0.507, an even better deal! 

WELCA: Pr B:  WELCA will provide a cake to welcome new members (Dorothy/Dennis Davis) on 12/18/22  
Music + Worship: Keith:  Loved the Jewish-sounding Hymn on Advent 3 (“Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”) 

Motion to Accept:  John  Second:  Keith   Result:  CARRIED 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Keith Olson made a Motion to approve the 2023 Budget for St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church, as 

presented by the Stewardship + Finance Teams.  John Starzynski Seconded.  Result: CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Jason Niemi has once again connected with St. Stephen’s in hopes of offering Karaté Classes inside 
our Church Fellowship Hall twice a week, with the option for an occasional, Saturday class.  As 
before, we have happily agreed to rent him in the space, with the hopes that this time, he indeed 
does choose to offer the classes.  Discussion included:  noting that all Church business (funerals, 
weddings - even if scheduled at the last moment) will take precedence, monthly charge for renting 
space (which will include equipment storage), and the impact it might have on our heating costs (not 
too much if participants will be physically active.)  John will touch-base with Jason to iron out details, 
with the hopes that he will actually begin Classes in January 2023.   

NEXT STEPS, ADJOURNMENT 
Next Council Meeting:   Wednesday, January 18, 2022 - 9am - New Time confirmed as preferred 
 Motion to Adjourn:  Keith TIME: 10:25a 
 
CLOSING – The Lord’s Prayer 
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The final total for CoVantage Cares is in!   After all the gifts have been 
counted, and a portion matched by the CoVantage Cares Foundation, the 

total is..............................$219,026.64! 

THANK YOU to all who contributed, volunteered, and invited others! We are overwhelmed by 
your generosity!  We'll be heading into 2023 ready to make some lasting improvements at FLLC!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult Faith Formation Class 

Fridays in February 10:10 - 11:11am at St. Stephen’s 
This unit of study considers the third set of major 
characters in the Bible:  Ruth, Samuel, David, and 
Elijah.  The point of studying these stories isn’t to 
peek under the dusty sandals of some people who 
died more than 3,000 years ago.  The point is to 
meet the living GOD!   

Enjoy this chance to walk with Ruth as she clings to Naomi and become a great-
grandma to a king, and with Samuel as God makes a surprising choice, and with 
David as he rises in power and then takes a mighty fall, and with Elijah as he 
goes from magnificent victory to total burn-out.  Through it all, we will listen for 
God’s words of invitation and claim on us: “I am the Lord your God.”   

 

CURRENT NEEDS of our 
local FOOD PANTRY 

 

Located in Stephenson,  
next to the Post Office. 

Open on Saturdays  
from 9a - Noon. 
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2023 Newsletter 
Important Calendar Dates Inside! 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
  PO Box 435 
  Stephenson, MI   49887 
 

Note:  Due to a drastic decrease in weekly giving, our monthly Newsletter  
can no longer be printed in color, as we have had to divert those funds to pay other bills.    


